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 16 Bundesländer (Laender)

 16 different cadastral laws

 16 cadastral authorities

 Working Committee of the Surveying    

Authorities of the Laender of the 

Federal Republic of Germany (AdV)

 recommends Germanwide standards

Organization of cadastral administration
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 Napoleon, Recueil Méthodique, 1811

 1667 Hessen-Darmstadt 

 1808 Bavaria

 1817 Hannover

 1835 Saxony

 1861 Prussia

 main purpose: taxes

 different approaches, different 

accuracy

How cadastre in Germany started
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From tax-cadastre to property-cadastre

 1 Jan 1900: 

BGB (German civil code) and GBO (Land registry 

law) came into effect

 Land registry law is federal law 

 Cadastral law is federal states-law

 Cadastral map is legally considered a part of the 

land registry

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bürgerliches_Gesetzbuch
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Third Reich, WW 2 and divided Germany

https://www.stepmap.de

https://www.quermania.de

 1934 - 1949 “Reichskataster” 

 Cadastre lies no longer in the competences of the states

 First German wide standard

 Appraisal of soil became cadastre content

 Western Germany 

 24 May 1949 “Grundgesetz” , German constitution

 Cadastral law is Laender-law again

 Eastern Germany

 “Einheitskataster”: united and unified cadastre and land register

 Seperation of land and building ownership

 German reunion: 3 Oct 1990

 5 new Laender

 Western-German-cadastre as a role model

 Seperation from cadastre and land register

 Merging of separate land and building ownership
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Bestandteile 
Kataster

Cadastral mapCadastral book Set of numbers

ALK
Automated 

cadstral map

ALB
Automated cadastral 

book

ALKIS

since 2000since 1970

2015 german wide

Property-cadastre contents

Point register

Precise coordinates

Documentation of 

the measurements



PCC, C&LR KEN, Vienna, 21 Nov 2018Björn Degel

8

ALKIS contents – Multi-purpose-cadastre

Geospatial reference data

 Cadastral Parcels 

(including precise coordinates)

 Buildings

 Public-Law Restrictions  “Actual Use”

( Mix of LC / LU)

 Appraisal of Soil

 Owner Information
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Correspondence between cadastre and land register

Land register (still a book) cadastral book / cadastral map

now: ALKIS

analogue 

+ 

digital

presumably 2022: DaBaG 

(Land Registry Database)
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Public faith

 Land register enjoys public faith (§891 BGB)

“If a right is registered in the land register for someone, it is presumed that he 

is entitled to the right. 

If a registered right is deleted from the land register, it is presumed that the 

right does not exist”

 The land register and thus the cadastral map are considered to be correct until 

the opposite is proven!

 The bona fide acquirer is under special protection.



PCC, C&LR KEN, Vienna, 21 Nov 2018Björn Degel

11

How to purchase right to land ?

 Notarised contract

 Conveyance

 Entry in the land register

 Only few exceptions

§900, 927 BGB:  

acquisitive prescription after 30 years 

 Land readjustment

 Expropriation

 Compulsory auction

In connection with public faith of the land register

 Very high legal certainty
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Property valuation

http://geoportal.saarland.de/mapbender/frames/index_ext.php?gui_id=Template_GDZ&WMC=3019

https://www.saarland.de/87389.htm
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Technical Reliability – Set of numbers

 Coordinate cadastre

 Highly precise coordinates of the property line

 Coordinates are legally binding

 Coordinated cadastre / „Classical“ cadastre

 Coordinates are not legally binding

 Documentation of the measurements are legally binding

 Border determination according to the neighbourhood principle
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Technical Reliability – Impeccable measurement

 Cadastre is legally binding in case of „impeccable measurements“: 

 survey and border points have been clearly determined and thoroughly checked

 the parcel boundaries have been legally established

 the surveys have been transferred to the real estate cadastre.

 In case of not-impeccable measurements

 Cadastre is not legally binding

 In case of ambiguity and border confusion

 Civil Court decision



PCC, C&LR KEN, Vienna, 21 Nov 2018Björn Degel

15

Technical Reliability – Cadastral map

 Digitization of the analogue cadastral maps 

 Accuracy of the digitized cadastral map: 30cm – 1m

 Improvement through homogenization

 Move the map to the coordinate from point register
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Conclusion

 German cadastre is…..

 … a precise and highly reliable part of the property protection system

 … a reliable pillar of a functioning economy

 … a reliable basis of the geospatial data infrastructure

 … a reliable basis for property valuation

 …
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