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Agenda

• The Swiss Geoinformation Strategy

• Geometadata are essential for making data more accessible

• The Swiss geographic catalogue (geocat.ch): a simplified UI
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The Swiss Geoinformation Strategy

Together with all stakeholders (Confederation, cantons, 

municipalities, …), the «Swiss Geoinformation Strategy» aims:

• to make reliable, detailed, up-to-date and interoperable 

geoinformation accessible

It should be made available to all users in a simple, interlinked 

manner and, where appropriate, in real time

https://www.geo.admin.ch/en/strategy-and-implementation

Source: Action Plan 2024, 2024.01.10
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The Swiss Geoinformation Strategy

How to make data more accessible?

Data models
(semantic 

specifications)

Data exchange 
protocols 
(APIs, …)

Data solutions 
(catalogues, 

…)
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The Swiss Geoinformation Strategy

Partial objective 2.3 aims

• to ensure standardized documentation of data using metadata 

(since 2007 in the Geoinformation Act)

This includes

• 2-24-03: Development of the new metadata standard eCH-0271

• 2-24-04: Improve the comprehensibility and user-friendliness of 

the geocat.ch (Swiss geographic catalogue) search interface

Source: Action Plan 2024, 2024.01.10
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Geometadata are essential for 
making data more accessible

How to make data more accessible?

With high-quality and standardized geometadata

Metadata vary according to domain and legislation

• General (for ex.: title)
• Domain specifics (for ex.:  «geo» – spatial representation)
• Legislation specifics (for ex.: «basic geodata» in Switzerland)

For high-quality geometadata

• Once-only principle
• FAIR data principle (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable)
• Standardized geometadata
• Long-term management and maintenance
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Geometadata are essential for 
making data more accessible

eCH 0271 New Swiss profile for geometadata

• Under development
• Revision of Swiss metadata standard GM03 from 2005
• Based on ISO 19115 («geo» domain)
• Swiss specificities (extensions)
• Updated to current standards

Objectives

• Simplify
• Complete 
• Continue to ensure interoperability according to current standards 

(incl. bridge between the geo and open data domains; DCAT, DCAT-
AP, …; opendata.swiss, opendata, …)
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How to make data more accessible?

With simplifying geometadata-based searches

• General search (SEO configuration, …)
• New UI (user interface) for the swiss geographic catalogue geocat.ch

The Swiss geographic catalogue: a 
simplified UI
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The Swiss geographic catalogue: 
a simplified UI

www.geocat.ch

the Swiss geometadata catalogue

the central access point for geodata searches in Switzerland

• administrative data (national, cantonal, communal level)
• not administrative data (private, …)

geocat.ch must meet the requirements of

• multilingualism
• interoperability with different platforms
• different partners

geocat.ch must comply with the "once only" principle
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15713 metadata records
(geodata, geoservice, models, documentation)

6090
metadata 
from direct
partners

9623
metadata 
from 
harvesting 
partners

federal map portal 
(map.geo.admin.ch)

opendata.swiss portal

INSPIRE geoportal

status at 15.01.2024

The Swiss geographic catalogue: 
a simplified UI
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https://www.geocat.ch/datahub/news

The Swiss geographic catalogue: 
a simplified UI
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The Swiss geographic catalogue: 
a simplified UI
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• new geocat.ch search interface goes live

• implementation of the new Swiss standard for geometadata

• improved multilingual search

• validation of harvested data

• New GeoNetwork editor

• improved integration of Swiss platforms

• ...

The Swiss geographic catalogue: 
a simplified UI
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Thank you very much for your attention

Dr. Raphaëlle ARNAUD
raphaelle.arnaud@swisstopo.ch

Federal Office of Topography swisstopo – Switzerland


