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Agenda

• The ITU and AI for Good
• GeoAI activities
• Discovery Channel 
• Body of Knowledge 
• Challenges



ITU-R global management of the radio-frequency 
spectrum and satellite orbits
ITU-T technical standards to ensure  ICT networks 
and devices interoperability
ITU-D improve access to ICTs to underserved  
communities worldwide.
General Secretariat corporate functions and strategic 
planning

The International Telecommunication Union

Membership
• 193 Member States
• Almost 800 private-sector entities and 
academic institutions



THE leading action-oriented, global & inclusive 

United Nations platform on AI

All YEAR, ALWAYS ONLINE + PHYSICAL SUMMIT

▪ Organized by

▪ 40 UN Organizations

▪ Co-convened by





AI can help to positively 
impact 134 targets across all 
the goals.

Mapping AI 
to SDGs

AI can also inhibit 59 targets.



Government

Industry

UN Agencies

Civil Society

International
Organizations

Academia

| Multi-stakeholder
Interdisciplinary
Inter-generational



▪ Leading minds in AI

▪ AI philosophers, authors, scientists, engineers

▪ C-level industry leaders, founders and presidents

▪ Top AI academic experts

▪ Heads of UN agencies

▪ Government officials

▪ Policy-makers

▪ Ambassadors

▪ NGOs & non-profit organizations

▪ Creative visionaries

| Influential Audience



| 100+ Expert AI Speakers (2023 examples)



Neural Network Launch

“This is a truly amazing and 
original platform that doesn’t 

yet exist. You may want to think 
about copyrighting it.”

Philippe Jegou - AWS, 
UN Account Manager



| PRODUCTS

Build ConnectLearn



| AI-RELATED FOCUS GROUPS & INITIATIVES

=
UN Special 
Envoy for 
Road Safety

+
UN Envoy 
on 
Technology

+

+





| 2024 Summit Snapshot

▪ Focus on solutions, experiences, networking and matchmaking
✓Headliners, keynotes, Ted-style talks

✓2 invitation-only roundtable lunches with UN leaders, government officials, ambassadors & 
industry CxOs

✓Leaders Lounge: VIP-to-VIP networking with complimentary refreshments

✓3 exciting talk/demo zones: Robotics for Good – SDG stage – Discovery zone

✓2 AI start-up pitching sessions with grand prize

✓Artistic AI performances + competition

✓VIP receptions & dinners

✓Expert level pre-Summit ML workshops (27 to 28 May)

✓AI Governance Day (29 May)

✓Networking breaks, lunches & social events

✓In-person & virtual audience

✓No parallel sessions when main stage is live!



GeoAI activities

• GeoAI Discovery Channel on GeoAI 

applications, highlighting its relevance to the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

• GeoAI Challenge,  a competition aimed at 

providing solutions for collaboratively 

addressing real-world geospatial problems 

by applying artificial intelligence 

(AI)/machine learning (ML).

https://aiforgood.itu.int/about-ai-for-good/discovery/#geoai
https://aiforgood.itu.int/about-ai-for-good/geoai-challenge/


GeoAI Discovery Channel



Building a foundation for geospatial AI: 
defining a syllabus and body of knowledge

https://aiforgood.itu.int/event/building-a-foundation-for-geospatial-ai-defining-a-syllabus-and-body-of-knowledge/


Expression of interest until October 10th (Google Form) to 
participate in the Working Groups

▪WP1 – GEOAI Syllabus for developers
▪WP2 – GEOAI Syllabus for appliers
▪WP3 – GEOAI Syllabus for decision-makers
▪WP4 – GEOAI Body of Knowledge

Building a foundation for geospatial AI: 
defining a syllabus and body of knowledge

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSc5IepqJsEiLcVnLhQwcjxmDBfoUELoYyr_akoWevxrseMCXg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C01%7Candrea.manara%40itu.int%7C7f892ff783dc4af8621808dbbdd7299e%7C23e464d704e64b87913c24bd89219fd3%7C0%7C0%7C638312504036709982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fMkz59Uui5wclvGPp1ACnt7D8AtRhWC4oz54GxPldoU%3D&reserved=0


ITU GeoAI Challenge
Everything happens somewhere – applying machine 

learning to geospatial analysis

To solve real-world geospatial problems 
by applying artificial intelligence (AI) / 
machine learning (ML) to advance the 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).
https://aiforgood.itu.int/about-ai-for-
good/geoai-challenge/

https://aiforgood.itu.int/about-ai-for-good/geoai-challenge/
https://aiforgood.itu.int/about-ai-for-good/geoai-challenge/


ITU GeoAI Challenge 2023



Problem statement Organizations Participants Prize Days to go

Cropland Mapping FAO, UNODC 302 (59) 4000 USD 9

Air Pollution Susceptibility 
Mapping

Geolab (Politecnico di 
Milano)

163 (22) 1000 USD 19

Landslide Susceptibility 
Mapping

Geolab (Politecnico di 
Milano)

174 (14) 1000 USD 9

Estimating soil parameters 
from hyperspectral images

ESA Φ-lab together 
with KP Labs, and 
partner QZ Solutions

66 (6) 1000 USD 60

Location Mention 
Recognition (LMR)

QCRI (Qatar 
Computing Research 
Institute), QU (Qatar 
University), and Qen
Labs Inc.

94 (15) 1000 USD 27

ITU GeoAI Challenge 2023

https://www.geolab.polimi.it/
https://www.geolab.polimi.it/
https://philab.esa.int/
https://kplabs.space/
https://www.qzsolutions.pl/


ITU GeoAI Challenge 2023



ITU GeoAI Challenge 2023



AIforGood

@aiforgood

@ITU_AIForGood

Group

ITU News

ai@itu.int

Volunteers welcome!  
Please reach out for detailsNeural Network

https://space.bilibili.com/1855109650

@AIforGood

AIforGood.itu.int 

@itu_AIforGood

https://www.facebook.com/AIforGood/
https://www.instagram.com/aiforgood/
https://twitter.com/ITU_AIForGood
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8567748/
https://news.itu.int/category/et/artificial-intelligence/
mailto:ai@itu.int
https://aiforgood.itu.int/neural-network/
https://space.bilibili.com/1855109650
https://www.youtube.com/c/aiforgood
https://aiforgood.itu.int/
https://www.tiktok.com/discover/itu_aiforgood
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