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Overview of the presentation

• What is CLGE?

• The importance of geodesy

• Professional governance project

• Young surveyor’s contest



• Since 1962

• 37 Member Countries + 3 Observing

• >> 100.000 Surveyors

•  Requires close cooperation

–  FIG

–  EuroGeographics, PCC, CEPLIS, …

– National Associations, Regional Events

Leading Surveyors’ Association in Europe



CLGE: a definition

CLGE is the leading representational body for the Surveying Profession in 
Europe.

 - Promotes the Profession in the EU

 - Fosters its development in the Council of Europe

Surveying includes Cadastral Surveying which provides security to land and 
property title and thus underlies the economic base of western society.

Geospatial Information is now ubiquitous in our lives and the Surveyor plays a 
fundamental role in this field.



Our institutional members



The importance of Geodesy

Nicolas SMITH

French Property Surveyor - CLGE 
President



Technology evolutions in Surveing activities



Geodesy : Our Profession DNA 



Geodesy : Our Profession DNA 



Dublin Declaration
(18/10/2025)



The Professional Governance Project
(White Paper on Geodetic Surveying in Europe)

Nicolas SMITH

French Property Surveyor - CLGE 
President



EGSAct

– European Geodetic Surveyors’ Act

– White Paper on Surveying in Europe (smart Regulation)

• Sector Study (Facts and Figures about Surveying in Europe)

• Impact of Surveying (economic, legal and social)

• CLGE Recommendations for the Future

– Code of Professional Qualifications for Property Surveyors



Goals

• Externally - Promote the profession

– Systematically present the importance of the geodetic 

surveying profession, its economic, legal, and social impact

– Future directions for geodetic surveying in Europe - 

strengthening the role of geodetic surveying in One Europe

• Internally – CLGE protect from deregulation 

– Smartly regulated profession

– Inform drafting of the European Geodetic Surveyors Act



Ambition

• Groundwork for the European Geodetic Surveyors Act – 

late 2025 - early 2027

• Main results – presenting at the Autumn 2027 XI CLGE 

Conference of the European Surveyor 



Geodetic Surveyors and SDGs



What others have done in other fields?

European Psychotherapy Act

European Union Standards for Nursing and 

Midwifery; Delegated Act – proposal

European Council of the Liberal Professions

Architects' Council of Europe

The Architectural Profession in 

Europe 2024 Sector Study

Survey of the Built Environment 

Professions in the Commonwealth 

2020 

Survey of the Architectural 

Profession in the Commonwealth 

2018

https://www.europsyche.org/Resources/EAP-Documents/Psychotherapy-Act
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/107957/WHO-EURO-2009-8547-48319-71739-eng.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/107957/WHO-EURO-2009-8547-48319-71739-eng.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/Proposal-for-Delegated-Act-FINAL-281016-1.pdf
https://efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/Proposal-for-Delegated-Act-FINAL-281016-1.pdf
https://efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/Proposal-for-Delegated-Act-FINAL-281016-1.pdf
https://ceplis.org/
https://ace-cae.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2024-ACE-Sector-Study-EN-01042025.pdf
https://ace-cae.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2024-ACE-Sector-Study-EN-01042025.pdf
https://issuu.com/comarchitect.org/docs/survey_of_the_built_environment_pro_c499b16b18d4fa
https://issuu.com/comarchitect.org/docs/survey_of_the_built_environment_pro_c499b16b18d4fa
https://issuu.com/comarchitect.org/docs/survey_of_the_built_environment_pro_c499b16b18d4fa
https://issuu.com/comarchitect.org/docs/caa_survey_of_the_architectural_pro/6?ff=true
https://issuu.com/comarchitect.org/docs/caa_survey_of_the_architectural_pro/6?ff=true
https://issuu.com/comarchitect.org/docs/caa_survey_of_the_architectural_pro/6?ff=true


Professional Governance Project
Different Professional Governance Models (examples)

• State run governance

– Ministry, Authority, Agency

– Property surveyors are Civil Servants

• Governance outsourced by the State

– Ministry, Authority, Agency

– Chamber

– Property Surveyors are Private Surveyors, or employees, or civil servants

• Low level of Governance

– Associations try to establish some self-regulation



Professional Governance Project

• Green: countries in which the 

State plays an important role

• Orange: Governance outsourced 

by the State

• Yellow: recent creation of a 

chamber 



Young Surveyors’ Contest

Nicolas SMITH

French Property Surveyor - CLGE 
President



Young Surveyor’s Contest, what?

• Max. 35 years old 

• 2 categories (Master/bachelor thesis AND projects at company 

in Geodesy or related fields)

• Application form (1000 words +  max. 5 illustrations)

• Topic of geodesy, cadastre, mapping, geoinformation

• Deadline July – August 2026

• Online finals in September

• Awarding Ceremony during INTERGEO München 16/09/2026



Young Surveyor’s Contest, why?

• 1st €1500

2nd €1000

3rd €500

• Awarding ceremony at INTERGEO for free

• CLGE will fund travel and hotel costs

• Fame as a young surveyor, experience, improve CV, 

meet colleagues, engagement in international activities, 

ambassador of YSC …



Gratitude to Ambassadors of the Contest

• Paweł Czernic

• Mar Roca Mora

• Juan Portela

• Miloš Basarić



CLGE YS Contest 2025 (13th edition)

• We’ve got 30 applications

• Statistics by countries:

➢ 10 – Germany

➢ 5 – Austria

➢ 2 – Spain and Poland

➢ 2 – France, Bosnia and Herzegovina

➢ 1 – North Macedonia, Estonia, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, Turkiye, 

Ukraine, Romania and one from joint programme - DE/PT/ES









Young Surveyors’ Contest

• We had a tremendous success in Frankfurt during 

INTERGEO (8/10/2025)

• Each year we repeat the YSC and we can announce 

that the next will be in München on 16 September 2026

• It’s a success but it would be bigger if…

you could motivate youngsters from your agencies to 

take part in the category “Projects”



Photo Contest 

Global Surveyors’ day 21 March 



Photo Contest 

Global Surveyors’ day 21 March 

“Altitude measurement at 

the highest point of the 

Carpathians (High Tatras) – 

Gerlachovský štít (2,655 

metres – confirmed). GNSS 

measurement.”



Photo Contest 

Global Surveyors’ day 21 March 

“Our brave colleague Mario 

defies the freezing cold to take 

a closer surveyor-look at the 

river. As soon as he was in, 

there was already a thumbs-

up and a big smile.”



Photo Contest 

Global Surveyors’ day 21 March 

“Top of Rombakstøtta in 

Narvik, Norway. 

Checking height at 

control point. It was a 

nice day and I figured -

why not check the 

height at a spectacular 

spot and get a nice 

picture as well.”





House of the European Surveyor and GI
Brussels, Rue du Nord 76

Welcome!



Thank you for your attention

Nele Vanhoutte

nele.vanhoutte@clge.eu

4 – 5 November 2025 PCC and EUROGEOGRAPHICS CLRKEN Conference Aalborg (DK)
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