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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

• Sept. 2015, world leaders adopt 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

• 1st Jan 2016, the 17 SDGs of the Agenda officially came into force. 

• Over the next 13 years, with these new Goals, countries will mobilize efforts 
to end all forms of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change, while 
ensuring that no one is left behind 

• Countries have primary responsibility for follow-up and review of the 
progress, which will require quality, accessible and timely data collection. 
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NMCAs role in SDGs 

• ‘Everything happens somewhere’, that 
includes SDGs. 

• SDG reporting is very much a geospatial / 
statistics domain activity. 

• Such domain collaboration is strongly 
encouraged and promoted by the work of 
the United Nations Committee of Experts 
on Global Geospatial Information 
Management (UN-GGIM). 

• The integration of national authoritative 
geospatial and statistical information. 
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NMCAs role in SDGs 
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Referencing 
Authoritative Referencing of geography 

(National Object Platform) 

Visualisation 

Maintained and consistent Mapping-As-
A-Service (Multi Resolution Data Store) 

Publishing & Access 

National Geospatial Platform 
(GeoHive collaborative portal) 



Geospatial / Statistics collaboration in Ireland 

OSi/CSO Memorandum Of Understanding (October 2016) 

Aim: To establish a closer working relationship to maximise OSi and CSO 
data and assets for our mutual stakeholders and in support of the 
Government’s Public Sector Reform agenda. 

• Establish joint CSO/OSi technical working group to develop data visualisation 

• Develop technical solution to fulfil Ireland’s reporting responsibilities under 
the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

• Collaboration in developing new data dissemination channels 

• Promote the statistical potential of geospatial data as part of the wider 
development of the National Data Infrastructure 
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Geospatial / Statistics collaboration in Ireland 

UNSD/Esri Research Project (commenced May 2017) 

• Project goal is to develop and deploy a new approach for monitoring 
SDGs using geographic information systems.  

• Participation of seven UN Members - Ireland, Mexico, Senegal, 
Philippines, Qatar, South Africa and Australia. 

• OSi and CSO, are participating in partnership with Esri Ireland. 
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SDG Portal Development 

Progress to-date in Ireland 

• Established a joint OSi/CSO data governance team. 

• We’ve been working on 12 of the 17 SDG Goals and have developed 
51 indicators and 95 datasets at NUTS 3, county and local area 
geography. 

• Developed Ireland’s SDG platform where interested parties can 
openly access, visualise and download data related APIs. 

• Ireland’s SDG portal will be officially launched at the European 
Forum for Geography and Statistics (EFGS) Conference in November. 

7 



Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Ireland’s SDG portal 
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Ireland’s SDG portal 
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OSi’s ‘Hub of Hubs’ approach to national geospatial platform 
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Other OSi/CSO collaborative projects 

http://census2016.geohive.ie/ 
 

http://data.geohive.ie/ 
https://www.osi.ie/blog/linked-data/ 
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Further Geospatial / Statistics collaboration in Ireland 
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• 220 delegates from 31 countries 

• Speakers include: 

• Jack Dangermond – Esri President 

• Mick Cory – EuroGeographics Secretary General 

• Greg Scott – UN-GGIM Inter-Regional Advisor 

• Tim Trainor – US Census 

http://www.efgs.info/


NMCAs role in SDGs 

Takeaways 

• The value of a strong collaborative relationships 

• OSi & Central Statistics Office 

• Technical Partner 

• The value of a platform approach to national mapping and to 
national geospatial systems architecture 

• The value of having a clear understanding on the organisational roles 
and responsibilities regarding national geospatial data and national 
statistical data 

• The value in visualising statistical data within a geospatial context 

• The value of re-purposing existing systems and architecture 
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