
Thanks for giving me this opportunity to address the General Assembly and 

inform you about Copernicus and the role of Eurogeographics and its 

members.   

 

Last week I attended part of the INSPIRE conference. It was very interesting, 

and various presentations demonstrated important progress regarding the 

implementation of INSPIRE. This is important for Copernicus. Because 

access to and availability of geospatial data will improve.  

 

What could also turn out to be very important for Copernicus is the European 

location framework. Really amazing what you are building up, not only the 

technical infrastructure, but you are also facilitating cooperation, knowledge 

sharing, and providing guidance.  
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 Let us not forget that you are already playing an important role. A role I hope 

we together can expand and clarify during the coming months and years.  
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The Copernicus programme is managed by the European Commission and 

governed by the Member States via the Copernicus User Forum and the 

Programme Committee, and is implemented by a group of entrusted entities. 

The EEA is one of these entities, and is responsible for two components of the 

Copernicus Land Service (Pan-European and Local Land), and with the 

overall coordination of the Copernicus in situ component.    
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The primary objective of the Copernicus in situ component is to provide 

reliable and sustainable access to in situ data to the Copernicus services, 

relying on existing capacities operated at national and European level, and 

global observing systems. 
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The EEA will focus on:  

 

• Maintain an overview of the Copernicus in situ component; 

• Improve access to selected in situ data; 

• And raise the awareness about the Copernicus in situ component. 

 

The coordination activities will be governed by the requirements of the 

Copernicus services.   
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Last time we asked 

 

• Ortho-imagery for geo-referencing and/or background, accuracy <0,5 m, to be 

provided preferably as WMS or download* 

• Topographic features (altern. through access to topographic maps): 

– Buildings, to be provided preferably as WFS, with an accuracy equivalent to a 

scale of 1:10 000 - 1:50 000 

– Administrative units to be provided preferably as WFS, with an accuracy 

equivalent to a scale of 1:25 000 - 1:50 000 

– Hydrographic network (water bodies) to be provided preferably as WFS, with 

an accuracy equivalent to a scale of 1:25 000 - 1:50 000  

– Land cover/use, to be provided preferably as WFS, with an accuracy equivalent 

to a scale of 1:50 000 or larger 

– Transport networks,  to be provided preferably as WFS, with an accuracy 

equivalent to a scale of 1:25 000 - 1:50 000 

• DEM, to be provided preferably as WMS or download, resolution  <10 m 
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Last time we asked 

 

• Ortho-imagery for geo-referencing and/or background, accuracy ≈0,5 m, to be 

provided preferably as WMS or download* 

• Topographic features (altern. through access to topographic maps): 

– Assets at risk: 

• Building footprints ( scale : < 1:10.000), to be provided preferably as 

WFS 

• Building blocks  (scale 1:10.000 – 1:50.000), to be provided preferably as 

WFS 

• Built-up areas (scale 1:50.000 – 1:500.000), to be provided preferably as 

WFS 

– Hydrographic network to be provided preferably as WFS, with an accuracy 

equivalent to a scale of 1:50 000 or larger  

– Land cover/use, to be provided preferably as WFS, with an accuracy equivalent 

to a scale of 1:50 000 or larger 
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– Transport networks, to be provided preferably as WFS, with an accuracy 

equivalent to a scale of 1:50 000 or larger 

• DEM, to be provided preferably as WMS or download, resolution <10 m. 
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One way of making geospatial reference data available to Copernicus 

services.   

 

INSPIRE provides a way to discover and access data needed for the 

production and validation of Copernicus services, and a way to describe and 

distribute data to the widest possible range of users. 
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LETTER: In 2011 EuroGeographics signed an overarching agreement with the 

European Environment Agency (EEA) to provide national geospatial data 

during crises situations in Europe, and to provide a framework for knowledge 

exchange between NMCAs and the (then) GMES emergency management 

service.  Subsequently, a majority of EuroGeographics’ members (30+) signed 

separate, individual agreements with EEA for the provision of the required 

data for emergency purposes.   

  

The Copernicus programme is now operational, therefore it is necessary to 

renew these agreements.  This also provides an opportunity for other 

countries not already providing such data to agree to do so.   

 

AGREEMENT: EEA and EuroGeographics has agreed to broaden our 

partnership to establish a framework within which to strengthen the 

cooperation between our two organisations with a view to improving the 

Copernicus programme’s access to and use of authoritative, in-situ geospatial 

data.  By combining resources, knowledge and efforts, we can improve the 

awareness and availability of geospatial data in support of the Copernicus 

services, and strengthen European and international cooperation in respect of 

providing and sharing geospatial data. 
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The agreement aims at improving and increasing access to EuroGeographics’ 

members’ data, enhance dialogue, foster knowledge exchange between our 

organisations, raise awareness of the importance of in-situ data in 

Copernicus, and support initiatives aimed at providing harmonised geospatial 

data at European level. 
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The agreement aims at improving and increasing access to EuroGeographics’ 

members’ data, enhance dialogue, foster knowledge exchange between our 

organisations, raise awareness of the importance of in-situ data in 

Copernicus, and support initiatives aimed at providing harmonised geospatial 

data at European level. 
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Thank you very much for your attention! 
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