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EEA member and cooperating countries – Eionet* 

*European Environment Information 

and Observation Network 

 

  

About 300 national institutions in 

33 + 6 member countries: 

• national focal points; 

• national reference 

centres; 

• European topic centres; 

• other institutions. 



The developing policy framework 

2014-2018 thematic policies timelines and deadlines.  

2020/2030 comprehensive policies (Europe 2020, 7th EAP), or specific targets. 

2050 long-term visions and targets with a societal transition perspective. 
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SUSTAINABILITY 

Water FD targets 

Fisheries below MSY 

MDGs 

2020 targets 

Halt biodiversity loss 

20-20-20 targets 

Air quality targets 

Vision in 7EAP 

Reduce GHG 80-95 % 

Water blueprint 

Zero impacts (air) 

SDGs 

TIME 



Supporting the developing policy framework 

EEA Strategic Areas 

 

1. Informing policy implementation  

 

2. Assessing systemic challenges 

 

3. Knowledge co-creation, sharing 

and use 

 



1: Informing policy implementation 

Air pollution, transport 

and noise 

Industrial 

pollution 

Climate change 

mitigation and energy 

Climate change impacts, 

vulnerability and 

adaptation 

Water management, 

resources and 

ecosystems 

Marine and maritime, 

fisheries and coastal 

Biodiversity, ecosystems, 

agriculture and forests 

Urban, land use and 

soil 

Waste and material 

resources 



2: Assessing systemic challenges 

Resource-efficient 

economy and the 

environment 

Environment, human 

health and well-being 

Megatrends and 

transitions 

Sustainability assessments and 

state of the environment 

reporting 



3: Knowledge co-creation, sharing and use 

Networking and 

partnerships 

Technical systems 

development 

Monitoring, data 

and information 

management 

Communication, 

outreach and 

user analysis 

Copernicus 

operational 

services 

Capacity building in 

West Balkan and 

European Neighbourhood 

countries 

Quality management 

and operational 

services 



EEA/Eionet core processes 

KNOWLEDGE CO-CREATION, SHARING AND USE (SA3) 

Member countries/ 
Eionet 

Member States/ 
Eurostat 

Research 
RTD, JRC/FP7, H2020 

Remote sensing 
Copernicus 

Citizens, civil 
society, business 

INFORMING POLICY 
IMPLEMENTATION (SA1) 

ASSESSING SYSTEMIC 
CHALLENGES (SA2) 
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Assessments 
 

Knowledge 
base 



Emerging opportunities and challenges 

• Growth of Open Data activities 

 

• eGovernment and economy as a driver 

     i.e. Single Digital Market 

 

• Geo-location services 

 

• Citizen science and crowdsourcing 

 

• New ways of monitoring emerging issues 

     e.g. human bio-monitoring 

 

• Data from new providers 

     e.g. mobile phone operators 

 

• Big data 

 

• Data protection and information security 

 

• Review of environmental monitoring and 

reporting 

 

 



Increasing number of data flows managed by EEA 

• 89 regular data flows handled via EEA 

• 18 Eionet core data flows 

• 60+ non-core data flows 

• 40-50 data flows per year 
(due to different reporting cycles) 

700+ individual data reporters 

2500+ Data deliveries uploaded yearly by 

89 regular data flows 

legislative voluntary



Eionet regular performance monitoring  

Source: EEA/Eionet Reportnet 2015 

Annual cycle of monitoring and reporting 

Reportnet deliveries per day 



Use of geospatial reference data 



EEA Spatial Data Infrastructure 



Sharing data and information - eea.europa.eu  



EEA Data Service 

 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps 



EEA data download services 
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WISE WFD Database

Waterbase - UWWTD: Urban Waste Water Treatment…

National emissions reported to the UNFCCC

European catchments and Rivers network system…

EEA reference grids

World digital elevation model (ETOPO5)

Monitoring of CO2 emissions from passenger cars

European Union Emissions Trading System

Nationally designated areas (CDDA)

Corine Land Cover 2000 raster data

The European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register

Corine land cover 2000 (CLC2000) seamless vector…

Elevation map of Europe

AirBase - The European air quality database

Corine Land Cover 2006 seamless vector data

EU-DEM

Natura 2000 data - the European network of protected…

Urban Atlas

Corine Land Cover 2006 raster



EEA data view services 
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Introduction of public access  
to eea map services over 
http://discomap.eea.europa.eu/ 



EEA web map services 



Feeding data and information platforms 

Mandate:  

• Launched 2012,  

• supports developing 
and implementing 
adaptation strategies, 
policies and actions  

 

Intended Users:  

• Experts and decision 
makers on EU, 
transnational, 
national, sub-national 
levels 

•  research institutes 

 

Maintenance:  

• Funded and carried 
out by EEA with DG 
CLIMA, supported by 
ETC/CCA 

 
 

 

 

Source: Climateadapt.eea.europa.eu 



 

EEA open data policy 

EU Open Data Portal 

http://open-data.europa.eu  

European Open Data Portal 

http://www.europeandataportal.eu  

http://open-data.europa.eu/
http://open-data.europa.eu/
http://open-data.europa.eu/
http://open-data.europa.eu/
http://www.europeandataportal.eu/


Sentinels 

GMES USERS

Coordinated Data 

Access System

GMES ServicesGMES Services

Contributing missions

In situ 

observations

Sentinel 1/2/3/4/5 & Jason-CS seriesSentinel 1/2/3/4/5 & Jason-CS series

GMES Space 

Component

Contributing missions 

in-situ 
Services 

Copernicus – a "game changer" ? 



Potential use of Copernicus services for SOER 



European and Local Land Monitoring service 
high resolution layers, soil sealing, green linear features,… 

High resolution layers Imperviousness 

Green linear features 

Forest types 

Urban Atlas 
Natura2000, Riparian zones,… 

Land.copernicus.eu 



Production time European coverage Corine Land Cover 

EEA performance indicator MAWP 2014-2018: 

”Time span between satellite data acquisition and derived land cover data reduced to one year” 
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CLC1990                     

                    

CLC2000                     

                    

CLC2006                     

                    

CLC2012*                     

                    

CLC2018** target                   

*GIO – GMES Initial Operations 

**Copernicus Land Monitoring service 





In situ data providers 
Copernicus 

services 
Users 

Coordinating the Copernicus in-situ component 



 

Renewing the EEA EG Partnership Agreement 



Thank you for your attention 

 

 chris.steenmans@eea.europa.eu 


