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EuroGeographics announces new additions to open data for 2018 

EuroGeographics has released a new 

version of EuroGlobalMap, its open data 

created from official national sources.  

Forty-five members of the Association 

for the European National Mapping, 

Cadastral and Land Registry Authorities 

have contributed to EuroGlobalMap, 

which now includes fields for the Trans-

European Transport Network (TEN-T) 

within the updated transport theme, 

specifically links for railways (RailrdL) 

and road networks (RoadL). The latest 

release also includes updated 

information for the 1: 1 million dataset’s 

administrative and settlement themes.  

It is available at www.eurogeographics.org/form/topographic-data-eurogeographics. 

Angela Baker, Sales, Marketing and Channel Manager, EuroGeographics 

said: “As a result of these latest updates, three themes have been 

generalised from our more detailed products, 1: 100 000 

EuroBoundaryMap and 1: 250 000 EuroRegionalMap, giving even 

greater confidence that the information provided is consistent, 

comparable and easily shared — regardless of its national source. We 

have also updated the metadata and checked its compliance with 

INSPIRE metadata regulations.” 

Since its launch in 2013, more than 6,500 users have downloaded EuroGlobalMap. 

Feedback indicates that they greatly value high quality, reliable data from official national 

sources and that open data provides a great first step in discovering the wider benefits of 

pan-European map and land information. 

The 2018 release of EuroGlobalMap covers 45 countries and territories, and comprises six 

themes: Administrative boundaries, names locations, transport networks, settlements, 

elevation; and the water network. It is available free of charge under an open data licence 

from www.eurogeographics.org and enables a wide range of applications, including mobile 

mapping, demographic and socio-economic analysis, hydrology, energy and environment 
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modelling and in education and research. It is also ideal for cartographic visualisation 

across Europe. 

Rhian French, EuroGeographics Press Office 

2nd International Workshop on Spatial Data Quality – big success! 

The 2nd International Workshop on Spatial Data Quality held at the Old University Campus 

in Valletta, Malta on  6th and 7th February 2018 saw a wide range of topics presented from 

new methods of determining positional accuracy to looking at the motivations and barriers 

for implementing standards and from eliciting user requirements to presenting data quality 

in public dashboards. These wide variety of topics ensured that the audience from over 18 

countries all found something of interest and a number of requests to run a follow up in a 

couple of years’ time have already been received. The presentations have already been 

made available on the conference website and can be found here. 

 

The workshop was co-organised by the EuroGeographics QKEN, EuroSDR, ISO/TC 211, 

OGC and ICA. Over 50 participants attended the event 

International Conference "NSDI: TOWARDS DATA SOCIETY" was held today in 

Kiev, Ukraine organized by State Service of Ukraine for Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre 

and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). It was focused on closing of the Project 

"Creation of Spatial Data Infrastructure in Ukraine" that is funded by JICA. The conference 

opening speech was given by Mr. Maksym Martynyuk, First Deputy Minister of Agrarian 

Policy and Food of Ukraine and H.E. Mr. Shigeki Sumi, Ambassador of Japan to Ukraine. 

http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/2nd-international-workshop-spatial-data-quality


 
 
 
 

Members’ Newsletter 04/18  22nd February 2018 
 

CONNECTING YOU  
TO MAPS FOR EUROPE 
 

During the conference the NSDI prototype for the pilot territory in Ukraine has been 

presented. Moreover representatives of StateGeoCadastre gave a brief overview of the 

current progress in SDI domain in Ukraine. 

 

Dominik Kopczewski and Saulius Urbanas  from EuroGeographics Head Office together with 

representatives of a number of National Mapping and Cadastre authorities contributed to 

the conference as well. The audience of about 200 delegates from 14 countries so as from 

Ukrainian public authorities, universities and private GIS developers appreciated the 

achievements of the Ukrainian NSDI project; they also paid great interest to the knowledge 

sharing on EuroGeographics’ collaborative activities contributing to ESDI and European 

Location Services (ELS) developments in particular. Members from Belarus, Croatia, 

Finland, Germany, Norway, Moldova, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Slovenia and Sweden shared 

knowledge and experience in developing NSDIs.  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Core Reference Data Initiative webinar  REMINDER 
We would like to remind the technical experts of our members’ authorities to join the 

webinar introducing the Core Reference Dataset technical specification, production plans 

and requirements for national data arrangements. Webinar will be held on 26th February 

2018 from 10:00 CET 

Please register using this link  
Saulius Urbanas, Services Development Consultant 

Data Producers Technical webinar 2018 REMINDER 

We would like remind all data producers to join us on the webinar which will be held on 

28th February 10:30- 12:00 CET. The webinar will inform you about the Production plans 

for 2018.  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6083826923251457793
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We would encourage you to join us on this webinar to learn more the 2018 Production plan.  

There will also be the opportunity to ask questions.  

Please register via EuroGeographics website to get the details for the webinar. 

We look forward to joining with you online. 

Angela Baker, Sales, Marketing and Channel Manager 

Webinars on Spatial Data on the Web and INSPIRE 

patial Data Infrastructures across Europe are making geospatial datasets available for use 

in simple mapping applications or in analytical tools such as Geographical Information 

Systems. However, the wealth of geospatial data has proven to be difficult to access and 

reuse on the web and by mainstream ICT developers. The ISA2 Programme’s ELISE 

(European Location Interoperability Solutions for e-Government) action has been exploring 

this issue with practical solutions to help this data be more accessible for e-government 

applications. Join us for two webinars in which we will share and discuss the results. 

The first webinar will be held on Tuesday 27th February 2-3 pm (CET) and will illustrate 

the findings of an analysis of the Data on the Web and Spatial Data on the Web Best 

Practice documents from the perspective of INSPIRE. It will also demonstrate the ldproxy 

tool, which takes OGC Web Feature Services (one form of Download Service used in 

INSPIRE) and shares the data via a modern Web API, offering a resource for mainstream 

ICT development. In addition, content is displayed as hyperlinked webpages for use in a 

browser and indexing by search engines. The webinar can be accessed via this link 

The second webinar will be held on Thursday 1 March 2-3 pm (CET) and explores how 

users are interacting with dataset metadata and providing their views on it, including issues 

of data quality and data usage. The work has involved developing a prototype to handle 
user feedback on datasets across data catalogues, following the OGC Geospatial User 

Feedback working group. The webinar will show developments in GeoNetwork’s open 

source software that can help handle feedback and share it across catalogues. The webinar 

can be accessed via this link: 

Meeting of the Open ELS Partners The Open ELS project partners will held a 

meeting on 7-8 March in Brussels to reflect the current project status and to discuss and 

forward the upcoming activities.  

The objective of the meeting is to strengthen the joint understanding of the strategic 

direction and value chain of Open ELS and to align the project’s activities.  

Activity Leaders will present the key achievements of the first project year and inform 

about planned activities for 2018. On the second day Workshop sessions are following with 

the aim to facilitate the scoping of tasks and deliverables amongst the activities and to 

discuss certain issues. The results will be summarised after the workshop and are the basis 

for pushing the activities in 2018 towards the expected project results. 

We will bring you more information about the achievements and plans in the next issue of 

the newsletter. 

Helen Kaestner, European Location Services Transition Programme Manager 

EuroGeographics Extraordinary General Assembly – save the date 

http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/data-producers-technical-webinar-february-2018
https://ecwacs.webex.com/meet/rsmith
https://ecwacs.webex.com/meet/rsmith
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Preparations for this year’s Extraordinary General Assembly are progressing well we would 

like to remind you that it will be held in the week commencing 14th May 2018 in Leuven, 

Belgium. 

Following the KEN review and results of he membership questionnaire we have listened to 

you and will be extending the Extraordinary General Assembly this year to allow more 

opportunities for knowledge exchange so please note workshops will be running until mid 

afternoon on Thursday 17th May. Further details will be announced shortly. 

QKEN plenary meeting will be held in Dublin 22 – 25 May 2018 

5th Plenary of UN-GGIM: Europe will be held on 6-7 June 2018 in Brussels  

EuroGeographics Annual Review 2017 – last minute call for inputs  
Many thanks to all members who sent us their inputs for the Annual review 2017, we are 

excited to promote achievements and news from almost 30 members’ authorities. Rhian 

French, our well-known PR professional is working with enthusiasm on another interesting 

reading for our members, partners, stakeholders to bring information about our common 

and individual achievements.  

As we have couple of days left for completing the Review, if there are still members 

interested to send us their one A4 page contribution, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Patricia Sokacova, Membership and Communication Manager 

EuroGeographics new web page development - Thank you to all 
Permanent Correspondents 
Our new web site is moving more and more from project to reality, we are working very 

actively together with the web developing company. These weeks we are in full action, 

transferring the content to the new page and creating more offers for users. 

I would like to thank all our Permanent Correspondents and their helpers very much for 

their prompt feedbacks and active cooperation specially with the Members’ information 

page.  

KEN chairs will be invited for cooperation in the coming week as well. 

We will inform you about the progress soon. 

On behalf of the Communications Team Patricia Sokacova 

 

Policy Pages by the team 

Issue: Review of the PSI Directive and the Database 

Directive 

The Commission is expected to adopt a legislative proposal on 25 April 2018, following its 

review of the PSI (Re-use of Public Sector Information) and Database Directives. 

Effect 

The PSI Directive and the Database Directive are subject to periodic review.  It might have 

been expected that this review cycle would conclude with little or no change, given that the 

mailto:patricia.sokacova@eurogeographics.org
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PSI Directive was revised in 2013, but there are indications that the Commission is 

considering significant changes.  Among the issues raised in public consultation was 

possible extension of the scope of the PSI Directive to include data held by bodies providing 

Services of General Interest (e.g. public transport, postal services, healthcare), educational 

and research establishments, and data related to the performance of a public task held by 

private entities.   Of concern to EuroGeographics members was a question asking whether 

existing exceptions to marginal cost pricing for re-use of PSI should be abolished or 

amended.  Such a move could curtail members’ ability to raise income from licensing their 

data. 

Position 

EuroGeographics responded to the online consultation as an association representing the 

interests of its members, and submitted a Briefing Paper to the Commission.  A subsequent 

meeting with the Head of Unit for Data Policy & Innovation at DG CNECT provided an 

opportunity to explain more fully the perspective of EuroGeographics’ members. In January 

the Commission held a public hearing, which focused on representations from organisations 

and bodies that might be affected by broadening the scope of the PSI Directive.   

Any new legislative proposals will be subject to the Ordinary Legislative Procedure, in which 

Parliament and Council jointly agree the final text. 

Action: 

Communication channels with the Commission remain open.  We are unlikely to learn more 

about the proposal until 25 April, but if members become aware of any relevant discussions 

Marjana Zelic marjana.zelic@eurogeographics.org will be pleased to hear about them. 

Neil Sutherland, DSM Task force leader 

Issue: 

The European Space Agency (ESA) is currently performing a study to provide 

recommendations for the evolution of the Copernicus Digital Elevation Model (DEM). The 

current progress of this ongoing study was presented to the Copernicus User Forum on 6th 

February 2018. 

Effect 

The next Copernicus DEM may have a very high resolution, which may impact national 

users and national DEMs. 

Position 

In our point of view, national DEMs derived from in-situ data (e.g. Lidar data) are very 

accurate, therefore complementarity and consistency between the next Copernicus DEM 

and national DEMs should be encouraged. 

Action 

mailto:marjana.zelic@eurogeographics.org
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NMCAs are encouraged to contact their national representatives in the Copernicus User 

Forum to inform them of the DEMs existing at national level and to encourage 

complementarity and consistency between the next Copernicus DEM and national DEMs. 

Francois Chirie, Copernicus task force leader 

 

Weekly Policy new summary 

Latest Weekly Policy News Summary is available on our website, in the Members’ only 

section. 

Marjana Zelić, Research and Policy Officer at EuroGeographics 

http://www.eurogeographics.org/sites/default/files/22nd%20January%20Weekly%20Policy%20News%20Summary.pdf

