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OpenELS Project partners report good progress 

The OpenELS Project partners met on 7 and 8 March in Belgium to discuss progress on 

developing European open geospatial data services from official national sources. 

 

Strategic context 

EuroGeographics Secretary General and Executive Director, Mick Cory spoke about the 

strategic importance of European Location Services, of which OpenELS is a core 

component. He noted that, as well as national and market drivers, the UN’s Agenda 2030 

and the Sustainable Development Goals are global drivers which recognise the importance 

of official data from national sources.  

Project partners heard that developing a comprehensive, sustainable and reliable geospatial 

information service for Europe, which brings together national official geospatial data, is 

vital for members. This will meet the needs of the European Commission and its 

institutions, such as Copernicus, whilst also filling a gap in the commercial, global market 
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for a service providing authoritative geospatial information. It is therefore in NMCAs’ 

national interest to supply their data and services to European Location Services, 

particularly to ensure that significant high-level decision-making and policy development is 

based on their definitive data. 

Contribution to European Location Services transition programme 

The OpenELS Project is a key part of the European Location Services transition programme. 

Good progress has been made and activity leaders gave updates on data coverage, product 

development, the technical infrastructure and engagement with potential users. There was 

also a lively debate on open data policy and a preview showing the possibilities of an 

OpenELS service. On the second day, partners took part in workshops focusing on the Open 

ELS User Interface, a framework for a sustainable Open ELS, and technical architecture. 

Progress on products 

The project has identified six product ideas from engagement with users.  Of these six, 

three have been prioritised to demonstrate coverage through EGM opendata; detailed 

resolution using the Cadastral Index Map; and an associated buildings theme. Gaps in 

coverage have also been identified to highlight priority areas from where data content is 

required. This work will focus on the three priority products (geographic names, cadastral 

parcels, administrative units and addresses), as well as providing coverage for the 

proposed Core Reference Data product. 

OpenELS is a two-year initiative, co-financed by the European Union’s Connecting Europe 

Facility, which brings together experts in geospatial data supply, products, technology and 

marketing – a full list of participating organisations is available at www.openels.eu/about. 

Two interesting workshops will be held in Brussels this week 

Open data European Location Services workshop will be held on 22 March 2018 in 

EuroGeographics Head Office premises in Brussels 

The meeting will provide an opportunity to learn about the open data policy and licensing 

framework for the Open ELS Project. These have been drafted using the results of our 

recent survey on open data already available from official national sources across 

geographical Europe. More Details on Open Data workshop are here 

On 23 March a Joint Policy and Business Interoperability Knowledge Exchange 

Network (PolKEN+BIKEN) meeting will follow at the sme venue, focused on Digital Single 

Market Report, Copernicus, GDPR and other imporant themes of the geo-community. 

Registration and details are available here 

Don't miss the opportunity to learn and dicsuss with colleagues and experts from whole 

Europe. If you haven't register yet, do so now please. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you in Brussels and discuss the topics listed above. 

Dominik Kopczewski, EuroGeographics Press Office 

Workshop on Copernicus uptake by public authorities 

Will be held on 23rd April 2018 in Breydel Auditorium of the DG Grow in Brussels, organized 

by the European Commission.  

The workshop is expected to highlight the most effective measures or strategies existing at 

national/regional level, including new methodologies for engaging the users and 

http://www.openels.eu/about
http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/open-data-workshop
http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/joined-polken-biken-meeting
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encouraging public authorities to use Copernicus.Find more information and the registration 

here. 

Invitations to the extended EuroGeographics Extraordinary General Assembly 

15-17th May 2018 in Leuven, Belgium have been sent to members yesterday. 

The main topics which will be presented and discussed at the Extraordinary General 

Assembly are:  

 Formal business will take place on 15th May and members will be asked to vote on 

EuroGeographics 2017 Accounts; 

 User examples demonstrating the importance and relevance of harmonized pan-

European products; 

 An update on the progress and current developments of European Location 

Services; 

 A briefing on the activities we are undertaking to represent our members’ interests 

and capabilities in the European Institutions; 

 Interactive discussions on the Knowledge Exchange Networks (KENs) and cross-KEN 

working; and 

 Side events on funding opportunities and the impact of disruptive technologies.  

 

To make the travel arrangements of our members cost effective, and extend the 

opportunities for knowledge exchange a number of side meetings will also be held during 

the week commencing 14th May:  

• KEN chairs meeting Tuesday 15th May 09.00-11.45  

• Development and Funding workshop on Wednesday 16th May afternoon 14.00-17.30 

with presenters from the European Commission, World Bank and others presenting funding 

opportunities for projects  

• EuroGeographics Management Board Wednesday 15th May 13.00 – 14.00 •

 Workshop on ‘Disruptive technologies’ will be held on Thursday 17th May 09.30-14.00. 

More information, draft agenda and the registration is available on the EuroGeographics 

website. 

THE 2018 GEO SYMPOSIUM will be held on 11-12 June 2018 in Geneva, Switzerland. 

GEO calls on the Earth observation community to come together for the 2018 GEO 

Symposium in Geneva, Switzerland.  

Why attend? This is a unique opportunity to contribute to the future of the GEO Work 

Programme, share knowledge and connect with others from the global GEO community. 

Who should attend? Anyone working to ensure Earth observations play a central role in 

decision making across environmental and development domains are welcome to attend. 

We encourage participation from those already involved in the GEO Work Programme, as well 

as those interested in getting involved. 

How to register: Registration will open soon here. Stay tuned for more information! 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/workshop-copernicus-uptake-public-authorities_en
http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/eurogeographics-extraordinary-general-assembly-2018
http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/eurogeographics-extraordinary-general-assembly-2018
http://www.earthobservations.org/geoss_wp.php
http://www.earthobservations.org/geoss_wp.php
http://www.earthobservations.org/geoss_wp.php
http://www.earthobservations.org/me_201806_wps.php?t=register


 
 
 
 

Members’ Newsletter 06/18  20th March 2018 
 

CONNECTING YOU  
TO MAPS FOR EUROPE 
 

Policy Pages by the team 

Issue: Digital Single Market 

As of 25th May, General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) replaces the Data Protection 

Directive 95/46/EC, and aims to harmonize data privacy laws across Europe. 

Effect 

The biggest effect is on operators whose core business is data processing. Designation of 

the data protection officer (DPO) is obligatory where the processing is carried out by a 

public authority or body, in any case. DPO shall advice and monitor compliance with 

Regulation, including cooperation with the supervisory authority. 

Also, the Regulation gives Member States the possibility to further specify the application of 

data protection rule in some specific fields including public sector, but those national 

measures should not create any obstacles for direct application of the Regulation. 

Position 

The purpose of this Regulation is not to prevent or prohibit, but to guarantee the free flow 

of personal data by giving more control to individuals (data subjects) over their data. 

Hence, some of our members would need organisational and technical solutions which will 

assure the proper implementation of the granted rights.  

The Commission has recently published a Guidance on the direct application of the GDPR, 

please find it here. and will launch an online practical guidance tool for citizens and 

business. 

Action 

GDPR is the topic of the next POLKEN meeting where possible action on carrying out a 

wider study on location data will be considered. 

Marjana Zelic, Research and Policy Officer  

THEME: Copernicus 

Issue:  

The EEA has released a new version of the specification of the ‘CorineLandCover 2nd 

generation’ new product. 

This new product will have an important impact at European level, but also at national 

level, because it will be a large scale product, with accuracy and level of detail very much 

improved compared with the current ‘CorineLandCover’ product. Therefore many national 

users will use this new product, and NMCAs will be impacted by it. 

As regards the reference data on which this new product will be based, the new version of 

its specification is currently considering different options, including using OpenStreetMap 

data as reference or using Member States data as reference. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1517578296944&uri=CELEX%3A52018DC0043


 
 
 
 

Members’ Newsletter 06/18  20th March 2018 
 

CONNECTING YOU  
TO MAPS FOR EUROPE 
 

Effect 

If OpenStreetMap is used as reference by the ‘CorineLandCover 2nd generation’, the 

geometry of this new product will be inconsistent with NMCAs reference data and with all 

national products based on national reference data, which will create many problems for 

national users. 

Position 

For facilitating national users up-taking ‘CorineLandCover 2nd generation’, the option of 

using Member States data as reference would be preferable. This option requires NMCAs 

basic large scale data to be harmonised into a pan-European dataset. 

Actions 

 NMCAs are encouraged to contribute actively to the ‘Core Reference Data’ new 

product, to enable EuroGeographics to propose a pan-European dataset fit for 

‘CorineLandCover 2nd generation’. 

 NMCAs are encouraged to exchange with their national representatives in the 

Copernicus Committee and in the Copernicus User Forum about the issue of what 

reference data will be adopted by ‘CorineLandCover 2nd generation’ 

 

Francois Chirie, Copernicus Task Force leader 

Weekly Policy new summary 

Latest Weekly Policy News Summary is available on our website, in the Members’ only 

section. 

Marjana Zelić, Research and Policy Officer at EuroGeographics 

http://www.eurogeographics.org/sites/default/files/19th%20March%20weekly%20policy%20news%20summary.pdf

