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EuroGeographics Extraordinary General Assembly REMINDER 

15-17th May 2018 in Leuven, Belgium. 

 

We are pleased to see more than 50 delegates registered for the extraordinary General 

Assembly and both following workshops: 

1. Development and Funding workshop on Wednesday 16th May afternoon 14.00-17.30 

with presenters from the European Commission, World Bank and others presenting 

funding opportunities for projects  

2. Workshop on ‘Disruptive technologies’ will be held on Thursday 17th May 09.30-14.00. 

The presenters and our team are working hard to prepare an attractive event for you, so 

you can get a lot of useful information and discuss with colleagues the current topics and 

issues. 

We would like to remind you to book your hotel as soon as possible as the deadline for the 

pre-booked hotel rooms has already expired. More information about the extraordinary 

General Assembly, draft agendas and the registration is available on the EuroGeographics 

website. 

In case of queries please contact me. 

Patricia Sokacova, Membership and Communications Manager 

 

CONNECTING YOU  
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http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/eurogeographics-extraordinary-general-assembly-2018
http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/eurogeographics-extraordinary-general-assembly-2018
mailto:patricia.sokacova@eurogeographics.org
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Communication workshop of the Positioning KEN REMINDER 

More than 20 delegates from 14 countries will attend in person the Communication 

workshop of the Positioning KEN, which will be held on 26-27 April 2018 at IGN-Belgium 

in Brussels. The workshop will be co-chaired by Prof. Hansjoerg Kutterer, Director General 

of BKG Germany, Member of EuroGeographics Management Board and Mick Cory Secretary 

General NAd Executive Director of EuroGeographics. 

For those who cannot attend in person there is still an option to join us via webinar, please 

note the deadline for registering is today 24th April 2018. 

Find more information and link to the registration on our website. 

UN-GGIM: Europe Plenary meeting will be held on 6-7th June in Brussels, Belgium. 

Invitations have been sent to all Member States yesterday.  

 

QKEN Plenary meeting in May – save the date 

The 2018 Spring Plenary meeting of the Quality Knowledge Exchange Network will be held 

in Dublin, Ireland on the 23 - 25 May 2018. The draft agenda is available on the QKEN web 

site, more information will be available soon. 

Joint EuroSDR and 3D Geoinfo track at 3D GeoInfo conference – save the 

date 

The EuroSDR 3D Special Interest Group (3D SIG) will co-organise a specific track at the 

yearly, international 3D GeoInfo conference which will take place on 1&2 October 2018, 

hosted in Delft, Netherlands, see 3dgeoinfo2018.nl. 

The conference is part of the joint ISPRS/FIG event Geo Delft 2018, taking place October 1-

5, see https://www.tudelft.nl/geodelft2018/. 

In the joint EuroSDR/3DGeoinfo track, we will schedule presentations on 3D topics that are 

of specific interest for National Mapping and Cadastre Agencies. Presenters from research, 

practice and industry are invited to submit a paper or abstract for this track. NB: We also 

offer the possibility to present work by submitting only an abstract (to make it more 

attractive for people from practice). You are of course also welcome to attend the 

conference without a paper! 

At submission, you can indicate if you would like to present your work as part of the 

EuroSDR track (which will have the same review and selection process as the other 

submissions). 

Types of submissions with their deadlines are: 

- Full papers (deadline 1st of May 2018) will be published in the ISPRS Annals or ISPRS 

Archives after being accepted in a double-blind review process.  

- Abstracts (deadline 31st of May) will be published in the ISPRS Archives after being 

accepted in a double-blind review and extended into papers. 

http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/posken-communication-workshop
http://www.eurogeographics.org/content/qken-plenary-meeting-may-2018
https://3dgeoinfo2018.nl/
http://3dgeoinfo2018.nl/
https://www.tudelft.nl/geodelft2018/
https://www.tudelft.nl/geodelft2018/
https://3dgeoinfo2018.nl/papers.html#submission
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- Stand-alone presentations (deadline 15th of July) will be accepted based on a submitted 

abstract that explains the content of the presentation, and will be published on 

the conference website. 

Policy Pages by the team 

THEME: Digital Single Market 

Issue: Review of the PSI Directive and the Database 

Directive  

The Commission is expected to adopt a legislative proposal before the summer recess, 

following its review of the PSI (Re-use of Public Sector Information) Directive and the 

Database Directive. 

Effect 

The PSI Directive and the Database Directive are both important, to varying degrees, to 

EuroGeographics members.  Broadly we can say that the PSI Directive allows members to 

charge users for the use of their data, on non-discriminatory terms, while the Database 

Directive prevents unauthorised use.  Thus together, in different ways, the two directives 

support the business models of those members who are required by their governments to 

charge for use of their data. 

The PSI Directive embodies the principle of a level playing field for re-users of public sector 

information and sets an expectation that information that is publicly accessible should be 

available for re-use.  The general rule on charging, that charges for re-use should not 

exceed marginal costs, is qualified by an exemption for organisations that are required to 

cover a substantial part of their public task costs with income from sales.  A further 

exception allows Member States to exempt particular datasets in respect of which a public 

body is required to cover its costs.  Under these rules members have been able to continue 

charging for re-use of their data where their governments require it.   

The Database Directive, while affirming that copyright may apply to the design of a 

database, but not to the content, created a new ‘sui generis’ right preventing unauthorised 

extraction or re-use of substantial parts of a database as long as the owner can 

demonstrate a substantial investment in obtaining, verifying or presenting the data. 

Both directives are currently undergoing periodic review.  We might have expected that this 

review cycle would conclude with little or no change, given that the PSI Directive was 

revised as recently as 2013, but there are indications that the Commission is contemplating 

significant amendments.  Among the issues raised in public consultation was possible 

extension of the scope of the PSI Directive to include data held by a wider range of public 

bodies, as well as data held by private entities that relates to the performance of a public 

task.   Of concern to EuroGeographics members was a question asking whether existing 

exceptions to marginal cost pricing for re-use of PSI should be abolished or amended.  Such 

a move clearly could curtail members’ ability to raise income from licensing their data. 

https://3dgeoinfo2018.nl/
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Position 

EuroGeographics responded to the online consultation, as an association representing the 

interests of its members, and submitted a Briefing Paper to the Commission.  A subsequent 

meeting with the Head of Unit for Data Policy & Innovation at DG CNECT provided an 

opportunity to explain more fully the perspective of EuroGeographics’ members. In January 

the Commission held a public hearing which focused on representations from organisations 

and bodies that might be affected by broadening the scope of the PSI Directive.  Then in 

March EuroGeographics was represented at a Commission workshop where consultants 

Deloitte presented some options for policy and/or legislative intervention.  These included 

options relating to charges, though the Commission gave no indication of its intentions.   

Any new legislative proposals will be subject to the Ordinary Legislative Procedure, in which 

Parliament and Council jointly agree the final text. 

Action 

This topic will feature as part of the ‘Representation’ session on the first day of 

EuroGeographics’ Extraordinary General Assembly (15 May).  In the meantime we invite 

members to consider what impact on their organisation might result from changes in the 

charging provisions of the PSI Directive. 

Neil Sutherland, DSM Task Force leader 

Issue: Copernicus User Forum 

The European Commission has sent to Member States representatives in the Copernicus 

User Forum a first draft of the 2019 Copernicus Work Programme. This draft plans 

Copernicus to produce two new products: 

-  Provision of images through aerial platforms (both manned and unmanned) for the 

Copernicus Emergency Management Service; 

-  Provision of a pan-European Ground Motion database (EU-GMS). 

Effect and Position 

Member States already produce aerial data for emergency management, therefore it would 

be desirable to seek complementarity between Copernicus and Member States. Moreover, 

due to security reasons, Member States established legal and regulatory restrictions to 

aerial pictures, which reinforces the need to seek such complementarity. 

Regarding the new pan-European Ground Motion database (EU-GMS), its outcomes will 

entail big stakes for Member States, therefore it would be also desirable to seek linkage 

with national services: 

- It would be relevant for the EU-GMS production to be qualified by Member States, 

through national permanent GNSS stations, which make up very dense networks, and 

through national levelling measurement and geodetic monitoring; 

- It would be relevant for the EU-GMS to be interoperable with similar national products. 
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Action 

NMCAs are encouraged to discuss with their respective national representatives in the 

Copernicus User Forum about these new products and about the need to ensure their 

complementarity with similar national products. 

Francois Chirie, Copernicus Task Force leader 

Weekly Policy news summary 

Latest Weekly Policy News Summary is available on our website, in the Members’ only 

section. 

Marjana Zelić, Research and Policy Officer at EuroGeographics 

http://www.eurogeographics.org/sites/default/files/23_April_weekly_policy_news.pdf

