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EuroGeographics panel proves popular at DGI 2018 

Breakthroughs in digital technologies are disruptive for National Mapping Agencies but also 

present huge opportunities, Europe's largest defence and government geospatial intelligence 

conference has heard. 

The panel chaired by Mick Cory, EuroGeographics Secretary General and Executive Director 

was made up of Ingrid Vanden Berghe, Head of NGI Belgium; Hansjoerg Kutterrer, President 

BKG Germany; and Nigel Clifford, Chief Executive of Ordnance Survey Great Britain. 

Discussions focused on how technology such as artificial intelligence and machine learning 

impacts on the work of members.  

 

For Ingrid, the biggest change is that geospatial is no longer niche. She said: “Everybody 

thinks that they are a mapper and has the technology to do it, this is certainly disruptive 

and means a new mindset. The role of NMCAs is changing too - from trusted data provider 

to information broker, making it easier for government to find trusted, validated and 

integrated data.” 

Hansjoerg Kutterer agreed: “We do not have a monopoly on data which today can be taken 

from a multitude of sources. There is potential here for NMCAs to play an important role in 

quality control, assessment and data validation. INSPIRE doesn’t require thorough quality 

assurance, only standardisation.” 
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Having moved from providers of products to delivering an end to end service, virtualisation 

is the next challenge for NMCAs according to Nigel Clifford. He pointed to the need for 

NMCAs to ‘absorb data and have it ready when the user requires it’ and outlined a number of 

initiatives being carried out by Ordnance Survey to keep the agency at the leading edge of 

technology. These include Smart Cities where some 60% of partners are SMEs, many of 

whom have expertise beyond the traditional geospatial sector. 

Understanding new uses for data and where NMCAs can add value was a recurring theme. 

Motivating innovators beyond the geospatial community is key as noted by Ingrid: “Young 

people love geo but they don’t know that it’s geo that they love!” The panel agreed this had 

to change, citing examples such as Ordnance Survey’s innovation hub as ways of 

encouraging solutions to problems that are not necessarily tackled by the geospatial sector. 

  

The session was very well-received with one delegate approaching Mick over lunch to say it 

was one of the best panels ever at DGI.  

Rhian French MCIPR 

Letter to Members regarding New Core Reference Data (CRD) product   

Following announced plans by the Environment Agency and DG Grow to develop a 

‘backbone’ dataset for the second generation Corine Land Cover map,  EuroGeographics is 

preparing proposal for a pan-European geospatial reference dataset that will meet the 

requirements for the CLC-Backbone, and also fulfil other demands in European Commission; 

where possible and available such data will be based on INSPIRE data services, but if these 

are not available it should be based on any available data from our members, or elsewhere if 

members are unable to provide the data. 

The Secretary General and Executive Director has written to members asking for their 

support in response to this matter, and to highlight the urgent actions required by members 

in contributing to the production of a Core Reference dataset (CRD).   
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To create the dataset we require data from our members and will apply the pricing model for 

our existing products for the new Core Reference Dataset (CRD) product.  This will be based  

on a base price’ for national contributions to the product. The specification for the CRD is 

detailed in the document sent with the letter:  “EuroGeographics response to the demands 

of Core Reference Data in Copernicus Land Monitoring Service –2nd generation Corine Land 

Cover products”. 

Members’ contribution is needed to create the a new and exciting product which will 

demonstrate the capabilities of EuroGeographics and it members to respond to the needs of 

a key customer. 

Please send your response no later than 28th February to Alina Talipova. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 

Patricia Sokacova  

Open ELS Open Data Policy and Licensing Workshop on 22 March 2018  

EuroGeographics Head Office, Rue du Nord 76, 1000, Brussels 

Members are encouraged to participate in the Open European Location Services (ELS) Open 

Data Policy and Licensing workshop on 22 March 2018. 

Chaired by Dominik Kopczewski, Policy Development Manager and Ashley Wright, Chair of 

the Business Interoperability KEN, this is your opportunity to learn about the open data 

policy and licensing framework for the Open ELS Project. These have been drafted using the 

results of our recent survey on open data already available from official national sources 

across geographical Europe.  

The agenda includes an introduction to the Open ELS Project, which is co-financed by the 

European Union Connecting Europe Facility, and is a core component of EuroGeographics’ 

wider vision for operational European Location Services. The intention is to develop pan-

European open data services using authoritative geospatial information along with an 

associated business model, whilst also respecting EuroGeographics members’ national 

policy, legislative and business requirements. This will provide certainty about what is free, 

what is charged for, and the terms and conditions of use or reuse. 

To register, please visit our web site. 

 

Plenary Meeting of the Policy Knowledge Exchange Network 
on 23 March 2018 EuroGeographics Head Office, Rue du Nord 76, 1000, Brussels 

Participants are warmly invited to return to EuroGeographics Head Office the following day 

(23 March) for the Policy Knowledge Exchange Network Plenary.  Discussions will focus on 

the Digital Single Market, INSPIRE and Environment Information System refit, Copernicus, 

Cadastral related issues and The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). 

To register, please visit the PolKEN Plenary website.   

We will be transmitting the broadcast for those who will not be able to join us in person, 

however it will have a limited and simplified interactive feature which may make it difficult to 

provide full online participation.  

mailto:alina.talipova@eurogeographics.org
http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/open-data-workshop
http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/polken-meeting-0
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For any further questions or requests, please contact Dominik Kopczewski, Marjana Zelic or 

Ashley Wright.  

REMINDER: EuroSDR 2018 series of e-learning courses is open for 

registration here., deadline is on Monday, 12 February 2018 

Topics of four e-learning courses will be introduced during the seminar hosted by prof. 

Markus Gerke at the Institute of Geodesy and Photogrammetry, Technical University of 

Braunschweig, Germany, from 26th to 27th February 2018.  

Two-week e-learning courses are scheduled from March to June 2018: 

 Oblique Aerial Camera Systems for Mapping Purposes (5th - 16th March 2018) 

 Topographic Maps through Description and Classification of Remotely Sensed Imagery 

and Cartographic Enhancement (9th - 20th April 2018) 

 Terrestrial Point Cloud for Forest Modelling (14th - 25th May 2018) 

Open Spatial Data Infrastructures (28th May - 8th June 2018) 

 

EduServ courses can be followed over the Internet from any location and require about 

thirty hours of online study. 

For more information and updates, visit the EuroSDR website. 

PCC Conference Plnary meeting under Bulgarian Presidency  

Will  be held on 13-15 March 2017 in Sofia, Bulgaria. The main theme of the conference is 

Data as a basisi of the Digital Society‘. EuroGeographcs Cadastre and Land Registry KEN will 

be actively involved and presented. Find more information here. 

INSPIRE Conference 2018 – call for submissions 

The 2018 edition of the INSPIRE conference will take place in Antwerp, Belgium, 18-21 

September. The motto of this years’ event is INSPIRE users: Make it work together!   

The European INSPIRE Directive leads to a digital highway for sharing information on 

Europe’s environment. Member states are rapidly extending this network to reach all levels 

of government and application areas beyond the environment.  

The call for submissions is organised in 3 strands 

 INSPIRE the Users:  

 Doing it Together:  

 Making it work 

The call for submissions to the 2018 INSPIRE conference is now open: more information, 

the draft programme and details are available at the INSPIRE 2018 conference website. 

Weekly Policy new summary 

The latest weekly summary prepared by our Research and Policy Officer Marjana Zelic is 

available on the EuroGeographics website in the Members’ only section.  

mailto:dominik.kopczewski@eurogeographcs.org
mailto:marjana.zelic@eurogeographics.org
mailto:Ashley.Wright@ordnancesurvey.co.uk
http://www.eurosdr.net/education/course/eduserv16
http://www.eurosdr.net/education/current
https://www.pccsofia2018.bg/
https://inspire.ec.europa.eu/conference2018
http://www.eurogeographics.org/sites/default/files/5th%20February%20weekly%20policy%20news%20summary.pdf

