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EuroGeographics Extraordinary General Assembly REMINDER 

15-17th May 2018 in Leuven, Belgium. 

 

We are pleased to see number of delegates registered for the extraordinary General 

Assembly and both following workshops: 

1. Development and Funding workshop on Wednesday 16th May afternoon 14.00-17.30 

with presenters from the European Commission, World Bank and others presenting 

funding opportunities for projects  

2. Workshop on ‘Disruptive technologies’ will be held on Thursday 17th May 09.30-14.00. 

The presenters and our team are working hard to prepare an attractive event for you, so you 

can get a lot of useful information and discuss with colleagues the current topics and issues. 

As usually we have pre-booked rooms directly in Leuven Institute so as in the close New 

Damshire hotel and the IBIS hotel. 

We would like to remind you that the deadline for hotel booking is 15th April 2018. 

More information about the extraordinary General Assembly, draft agendas and the 

registration is available on the EuroGeographics website. 

Progress on ELS transition webinar  

CONNECTING YOU  
TO MAPS FOR EUROPE 
 

http://www.eurogeographics.org/event/eurogeographics-extraordinary-general-assembly-2018
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More than 50 participants attended the webinar 'Progress in ELS transition' on Monday 12 

March, organized by the INSPIRE KEN with the main goal to provide updates about 

achievements since the end of the ELF project in October 2016. 

The video record of the webinar with all presentations is available for our members at the 

EuroGeographics YouTube link. 

Open ELS Project Update: Open ELS Open Data Policy and Licensing Workshop 

Representatives from 21 NMCAs, NSAs and the research community met recently to learn 

about the open data policy and licensing framework for the Open ELS Project.  

Helen Kaestner, European Location Services Transition Programme Manager welcome 

delegates to EuroGeographics Head Office with a presentation of the vision for European 

Location Services, of which the Open ELS Project is a key part. Her introduction was followed 

by an overview of the results from the recent survey on open data already available from 

official national sources across geographical Europe. The research, which concluded in 

November 2017, includes information from 46 institutions in 32 European countries. 

Dominik Kopczewski, EuroGeographics Policy Development Manager then presented the 

proposed Open ELS Open Data Policy. The document describes the common vision and 

approach for the Open ELS project and defines the open data so that it is distinguished from 

datasets provided via other platforms and services. It also sets out the legal and licensing 

framework principles that will guide user access and reuse. The Open ELS Open Data Policy 

provides all participating NMCAs, as well as those considering joining the project in the 

future, with a clear understanding of how their data will be licensed through the Open ELS 

services.  

 The policy is built on the following key principles: 

 The Open ELS Project provides access to pan-European datasets compiled from 

national data that are open by default; 

 The definition of ‘open’ for the Open ELS Project is data that is available free of 

charge, reusable by anyone and for any purpose, free of unnecessary conditions 

(registration, application), described, searchable and usable, licensed and usable for 

any purpose; 

 The Open ELS Project and services respect national data access regimes; and 

 The Open ELS Project is not demanding NMCAs change their existing national policies 

or charging conditions. 

In the final part of the workshop, Ashley Wright presented the cornerstones for Open ELS 

Licence, what it means in practice and what the implications may be. 

Discussions following the presentations raised a number of challenges, including the 

development of a comprehensive licensing and pricing model for datasets that are not ‘open’ 

by default, securing funding for maintaining of the OpenELS services in future or approving 

terms of the open license for OpenELS. Presentations will be available on the 

EuroGeographics Policy KEN Members’ only site soon. 

Joint POLKEn and BIKEN meeting 

Following the Open European Location Services (ELS) Open Data Policy and Licensing 

workshop, 17 participants from 11 countries held a meeting of the Policy and Business 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jnmV4I-f2E&feature=youtu.be
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Interoperability Knowledge Exchange Network, in the premises of EuroGeographics’ Head 

Office. 

 

Discussions was focused on the Digital Single Market, INSPIRE and Environment Information 

System refit, Copernicus, Cadastral related issues, The General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) and BIKEN activities. 

The presentations are available on the Policy KEN website. 

EUREF Symposium 2018 The EUREF annual symposium 2018 is organized by the 

Netherlands partnership for geodetic infrastructure and will take place in Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands, from Wednesday, May 30 to Friday, June 1. 

The symposium is accompanied by a one day tutorial about Radar Interferometry (InSAR) 

taking place on Tuesday, May 28. 

For more information and registration please use http://www.euref2018.nl 

Group on Earth Observations is organizing a Workshop on Management and Use of 
Earth observation data on 2-4 May 2018 at the European Space Agency in Frascati, 

Italy, inviting Earth observation data providers and users to share knowledge and best 

practices in the management and use of Earth observation data, while working together to 

enhance together the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). 

Parallel to the 3rd GEO Data Providers workshop, a rich program of training sessions for 

Data Providers, Developers and Users on the GEOSS Platform and its components is also 

available.  

If you are interest to attend one or more of the training sessions, we encourage  you to 

register to the sessions of your choice in advance using the following link.  

You can find here the latest version of the agenda  

Weekly Policy news summary 

The latest weekly summary prepared by our Research and Policy Officer Marjana Zelic is 

available on the EuroGeographics website in the Members’ only section.  

http://www.eurogeographics.org/content/march-2018-joint-polken-biken-meeting
http://www.earthobservations.org/me_201805_dpw.php?t=home
http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/me_201805_dpw/me_201805_dpw_agenda_training.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAjkbmSCK_KiSKXfJLZE40iP5hMXzFd7fiuv1kxdwvSV4hDA/viewform
http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/me_201805_dpw/me_201805_dpw_draft_agenda.pdf
http://www.eurogeographics.org/sites/default/files/9th%20April%20weekly%20policy%20news%20summary.pdf

